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 “I wanted a perfect ending. Now I’ve learned the hard way, that some poems don’t rhyme and some stories don’t have a clear beginning, middle and end. Life is about not knowing, having to change, taking the moment and making the best of it, without knowing what’s going to happen next.” 	Gilda Radner

I just happened to come across this piece from Gilda Radner recently. I had forgotten that I kept it as one of those quotes that is meaningful and significant for me. As you may know Gilda was a comedian who appeared on Saturday Night Live many years ago. She was married to Gene Wilder, and she died from cancer much too early in life.
Yet, even in her darkest days, she seemed to somehow find the strength to have something positive to share with us.
It’s true we don’t know from one day to the next, or even from moment to moment what life will bring to us. 
Jesus’s disciples faced fear and doubt as well even though they had all witnessed and celebrated the resurrected Christ.
This Sunday’s scripture reading from John tells us they were perplexed, confused and fearful about all the things Christ was telling them. 
You see, Jesus was trying to prepare the disciples for the time when he would no longer be physically present and that was frightening for our friends, because they had no idea what would happen next. 
But Christ reassured them by telling them that they would not be abandoned, they would not be left to fend for themselves, orphaned, lost. Indeed, Christ assured the followers that an Advocate would arrive to walk with them. The Advocate would take every step they took. The Advocate would guide and lead them. The Advocate would encourage and sustain them all.


That Advocate is the Spirit of God that lives in each of us. We dwell in the Spirit, the Spirit walks with us, even when we don’t know what will happen next. It’s true as Gilda points out that not all stories have clear endings and not all poems rhyme. But, we as followers of Christ do know without a doubt that the Spirit is with us, helping us as we live, love, and have our being in God.
May God’s presence walk with each one of you in the coming days, weeks, and months. Be assured, that wonderous presence of the Spirit will be holding onto you, with love and compassion.
Blessings and Peace,
Pastor Diane  
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