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[image: A group of children lying on the grass]
And the Word became flesh and lived among us. 	John 1:14
This reflection/meditation was written by Matt Laney who is an author and pastor in Atlanta, Georgia.
As I read this meditation, I was reminded once again that the living Christ is walking among us right this minute. It’s been a long time since I thought about how each of us, no matter what we look like or who we are, is truly created in the image of God our creator.
Here’s what Matt writes:	
“A friend once said something astonishing. This friend didn’t identify with any faith, but he was very interested in philosophy, spirituality, mythology and religion. He said: If I was to create my own deity, I would make a god who knows what it’s like to be alone, a god who maybe even felt afraid or abandoned. What good is a god who sits up in the clouds? Give me a god covered in mud and blood. A god who is humble and compassionate. Not pretty, but real.
The friend continued, the only problem with a god like that is you might not recognize him. You could walk right past him on the street or in a store or wherever and miss him. He could be standing right in front of you, staring you in the face and you wouldn’t know it. You’d have to learn to pay attention, keep your eyes open and be ready for surprises.
Matt says that he never heard a better definition of the God of Christianity. A God who camouflages in mud and blood is one who prefers not to stand out. Perhaps God loves surprise appearances and hides with pure delight and giddy anticipation.”
Matt concludes with this: “I’m not new at this Christianity thing but I’m still learning to slow down, look carefully and pay attention. I’m as surprised as the next person when God shows up in unlikely faces and places.”
So, this is the lesson for all of us. God is among us, walking with us right this minute. And, God is standing next to us at the grocery store or the at the counter in MacDonald’s. God is walking down the street right now. Watch for God, look for God, God is here! We just have to be alert.
Prayer:
God of mud and blood, today let me find you in friends, co-workers, strangers and in the mirror. Amen.
Blessings and Peace,
Pastor Diane 
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