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They Sang a Hymn by Mary Luti (educator, pastor and author)

Jesus took bread, broke it and gave it to his disciples. Then he took a cup, gave it to them, and all of them drank from it. When they had sung a hymn, they went out… Mark 14: 22-26, excerpts.

Mary Luti has written this: Whenever I read Mark’s story of the last supper, one detail always chokes me up: Before they went out, they sang a hymn.

Jesus knew something dreadful was coming. Even so, he didn’t skip the closing hymn, likely a psalm about God’s deliverance of Israel from Egypt.

How could he sing of deliverance when there’d be none for him? In the same way his ancestor Miriam grabbed a tambourine in the rush to escape Egypt ahead of Pharaoh’s army. She knew she’d need it later for the victory song.

Jesus sang a hymn that night, a song the Spirit taught David. David taught the people. They sang it to their children. Jesus learned it from his mother, who learned it from hers.

Hope and joy against all odds, he sang for his whole short life. He sang it when they killed him. He was singing when he burst triumphant from the grave.

Every faithful community knows it. As long as we’re singing, we’re invincible.

Dear Friends,
This devotion/meditation popped up in my email one day, and I’ve been thinking about it ever since. It’s all about singing, especially singing hymns. This piece reminded me that music and singing is such a meaningful part of our worship and faith. 

The music offerings that are shared every Sunday are truly gifts of love from our choir and our organist, Karen. 

Singing hymns together during worship is an important way for us to connect with each other and God. 

Truly, singing isn’t just for pleasant times. As Mary points out Jesus sang as he was about to face the pain and agony of the cross. Often times, the early Christian martyrs sang as they were about to die for their faith. 

Indeed, the hymns we sing are prayers lifted up to God. They can bring us joy and courage as we go through our lives. 

May we keep on singing through all the times of our life, whether we sing with others or alone. God hears our songs in all times and in all places.

Sing!
Pastor Diane			
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