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“A ship is safe in harbor, but that’s not what ships are for.”
				John A Shedd


This coming Sunday we’ll be talking about the story or parable Jesus told about a landowner who entrusted a great deal of money to three of his servants just before the landowner left for a long journey.

Now then this landowner had clear expectations for each of his servants. This is a story about God’s expectations for us. It’s also a story about taking risks, sticking our necks out and how actions speak louder than words. We’ve all heard this before, but perhaps these days, the thought of taking chances just doesn’t sound good to us.

But I don’t think that’s what Jesus is talking about in the story from Matthew 25: 14-30. Rather I think Jesus is telling us to come out of hiding and spend ourselves in challenging ways.

A long time ago when I was a young thing in my fifties, my friend Marsha and I decided to embark on a white- water rafting trip on the New River in West Virginia. We knew it would be great fun and a marvelous experience, another check on our “bucket list.”

We arrived at the rafting adventure company early in the morning. After breakfast, we “rafters” were taken to a large room to see videos and hear all about our up-coming adventure. I have to say that all I remember was becoming more and more frightened about my trip on the river. We were instructed about what to do when we fell out of the raft, how to hang on for dear life, how to paddle, and all sorts of other details that didn’t sound like fun at all. Nevertheless, Marsha and I “hung in there.” We got to the river and began our trip along with six other people and our guide. At first, everything went smoothly. Marsha and I began to put our fears to rest, thinking that this was going to be a pleasant day on a nice calm river. Wow! Were we wrong! Suddenly our gentle ride became a fight with waves of water splashing over us, knocking us off balance. We couldn’t see where we were going, there was lots of yelling and screaming and somehow laughter.

The good news was that our guide knew exactly what he was doing and how to navigate the rapids so that all of us would be safe, not dry, but safe. The trip lasted all day, with a wonderful picnic lunch along the way. Needless to say, Marsha and I congratulated each other on the great feat of courage we accomplished that Saturday. But here’s the thing, we also found out while we were talking later in the evening after it was all over, that we both thought about forgetting the whole thing, but we didn’t want to admit that we were scared. 

The parable Jesus told about the three servants and the landowner is all about taking risks and finding the strength to go beyond whatever we may find comfortable and secure. Just as Marsha and I discovered, in spite of our fears and doubts, we had a wonderful guide who knew just how to make the adventure thrilling and safe at the same time. Maybe that’s what Jesus is trying to tell us.

When we are just about to give up and stay put, Jesus is calling us to take a risk, find new ways to step out in faith with Jesus guiding us along in spite of our fears and anxieties. We aren’t on this journey of life alone, the spirit and love of Christ is next to us, making sure we arrive safely.

May we be challenged to live expectantly and hopefully, especially in these days of doubt and uncertainty.

Blessings and Peace,
Pastor Diane
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